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At the end of our service today, we will have a commissioning prayer for 

those who will be leading key aspects of our ministry including Sunday 

School teachers, Awana workers, 180 leaders, and Life Group leaders. As we 

kick off our fall ministry schedule, especially our ministry to children and 

teens, I want us to focus on two important questions… 

� What must we learn from children?  

� What must children learn from us?  

In answering these two questions, what we are going to discover is that one 

of our primary aims in ministering to children and teens, first in our homes 

and then in the church, is to help our children attain great confidence in God.  

What must we learn from children? (Mark 10:13-16) 

The answer from Mark 10 is that we must learn from children the manner in 

which we can enter the kingdom of God. [Mark 10:13-16] 

Let me begin by making several observations before I cut to the heart of this 

passage.  

1. Presumably, parents were bringing their children to Jesus. I take the 

word “they” in vs. 13 to mean parents which would be consistent 

with the Luke’s version of this story (Luke 18:15). Parents had a 

vision to be proactive and bring their children to Jesus for His 

blessing.  

 

2. Jesus’ heart toward children was one of blessing. Not only did He 

bless them but He took them in His arms and laid his hands on 

them. The idea here is that Jesus had warm affection toward them. 

He took time for children; He loved the children and they knew it. 

And He still loves children today with open-hearted blessing.  

 

3. Jesus was indignant that someone would prevent or withhold a 

child from coming to Him. This word indignant carries the idea of 

anger fueled by injustice. It was an injustice to deny these children 

access to Jesus. It’s quite possible that even today, some parents 

are provoking God to anger by not pointing their children to Jesus, 

by keeping spiritual things peripheral in their lives. Oh, they may not 

be telling their children directly that they can’t be a follower of 

Jesus or go to church to learn about Him, yet this is precisely the 

message they send by their actions when they place a multitude of 

things in a higher priority than spiritual matters. Parents, you are 

the greatest influence on your child’s worldview. Are you bringing 

your children to Jesus or are you withholding them? Are you 

provoking God’s blessing or His anger?  

Now let’s cut to the heart of this passage… 

We must not only urge our children to Jesus, we must learn from them the 

essential manner through which we can enter the kingdom of God. Vs. 14 

should be a tremendous encouragement not only to parents but also to 

those serving in our children’s ministries. Jesus says, “the kingdom of God 

belongs to such as these.” If the kingdom of God belongs to those who are 

like children then certainly even children can have their hearts opened to 

Christ. Children can learn spiritual truths because God is the one who opens 

the eyes of our hearts to see Jesus as the satisfying answer to our souls. In 

light of that, let me say two things about sharing the gospel with young 

children. When a child “receives Jesus,” 1) take is seriously, and 2) keep 

sharing the gospel with him/her. Don’t despise the simplicity of faith in a 

child but also recognize the incremental need for them to grow in their 

understanding of the gospel as well as an understanding of their own 

hearts.  

Vs. 15 is the key verse in this passage: “Truly I say to you, whoever does not 

receive the kingdom of God like a child will not enter it at all.” What does 

that mean? What is true of children that must be true of us if we are to 

enter the kingdom of God? Helpless dependence.  Just as a parent must do 

for the child what they cannot do for themselves, so God must do for us 



what we cannot do for ourselves. We must come to God with the same 

attitude of humble dependence as that of a child.  

To help us see this even more clearly, the very next thing that will happen in 

Mark 10 is Jesus’ encounter with the rich young ruler, a man who was 

sophisticated, religious, and full of self-sufficient pride. He was trusting in 

his own accomplishments which kept him from seeing his desperate need 

for God’s grace. His treasure was something other than Jesus and his trust 

was in himself.  

So many of us are ship-wrecked at sea but we won’t let go of our piece of 

floating debris to take hold of the lifeline offered to us. As long as we cling 

to our self-sufficiency we cannot take hold of God’s saving grace. Until we 

are humbly broken and have abandoned trusting in ourselves, even 

partially, we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.  

So we must learn dependent faith from children. But what must children 

learn from us?  

What must children learn from us? (Psalm 78) 

The answer from Psalm 78 is that children must learn to put their 

confidence in God. So Mark 10 teaches us to abandon all confidence in self 

and Psalm 78 teaches us to transfer all of our confidence to God. [Ps 78:1-8] 

Here’s what’s happening in Psalm 78. The Psalmist is standing between the 

former generations and the future generations. And His concern is that the 

succeeding generations not make the same mistakes as the former 

generations. And so he’s writing to exhort them to remember and learn 

from the past. Remember what God has done and learn from the mistakes 

of their fathers.  

It may be helpful for us to work our way backward from vs. 8. In vs. 8 the 

Psalmist is telling us what he doesn’t want carried on from their fathers to 

the generations to come. [vs 8]. Their fathers were stubborn, rebellious, and 

unfaithful to God because they failed to prepare their hearts. The psalmist is 

pleading with the people to prepare the hearts of their children for a 

different outcome.  

Vs. 17 identifies the attitude of heart that the psalmist wants them to 

prepare the hearts of their children for: “that they should put their 

confidence in God so that they will not forget the works of God but rather 

keep His commandments.” The psalmist understands that it is not enough 

for their children to just know their history and be taught the right thing to 

do. They need a disposition of heart, a disposition of confidence in God—a 

hope and trust that gives them confidence in His sufficiency and 

satisfaction.  

This is one of the primary aims of Christian parenting—to help our children 

develop their confidence in God. Because it is this confidence that will 

motivate them to remember and obey the Lord.   

So how do we help our children put their confidence in God?  The psalmist 

exhorts us to do two things to build our children’s confidence in God:  

1. Testify to them about the praises of the Lord [vs. 4]. 

They are to rehearse the testimonies of what God has done in the 

past. They are to tell their children about God’s strength and 

wonderful works He has performed in the past. When our children 

gain a knowledge and understanding of who God is and what He has 

done, and they hear it as sweetness on their parent’s tongue, they 

will begin to develop a confidence in God.  

Let me give you a couple suggestions on how we can testify to our 

children about the praises of the Lord:  

a. Rejoice with your kids in thanking and praising God when He 

has worked on your behalf. When you see God’s provision and 

answers to prayer; when you see Him working in your life or in 

the lives of your kids. Help them make the connection that 

these things are not just coincidence; they are evidences of 

God’s grace actively working in your lives. Of course, this 



assumes that you are looking for evidences of God’s grace in 

your life; that you are praying for God’s provision; that you are 

training your eyes to look continually Godward.  

 

b. Read and discuss the stories of the Bibles together so that they 

not only hear of what God has done but they begin to see the 

character of God at work in real people’s lives.  And read them 

repeatedly because the goal is not just for them to know the 

stories but to develop a growing confidence in God as well as 

the wisdom that comes from seeing how people either trusted 

or failed to trust the Lord. So don’t just read them. Talk about 

them. Teach them what the stories reveal about God and what 

we can learn about people by now they respond to God.  

 

Parents and teachers, it is so important that you don’t just 

approach the bible stories as moral lessons with human heros. 

Explain the stories primarily in terms of who God is and what He 

has done—He’s the hero of the story, not Moses or David or 

Elijah. Their lives are meant to show the greatness of God so 

that our children will learn to put their confidence in God and 

not men.  

If you read carefully you will discover that when David slew Goliath, 

God was the hero. When Moses struck the rock so water gushed out 

allowing the Israelites to drink in the dessert, it was God, not Moses, 

who was the hero.  Once we see that God is the main character of 

the Bible, then we can properly immolate those who trusted Him as 

the focus and confidence of their lives.  

By making it a habit of testifying to what God has done in your own 

lives and in the Bible, you begin preparing the hearts of your 

children to put their confidence in God.  

2. Teach them God’s commands [vs. 5-6]. 

We live in a day in which there is a lot of confusion in the church. 

For example, there is confusion over moral issues that are clear in 

scripture that are being blurred in the name of love, as though we 

don’t love people by telling them that they are erring in their ways. 

This has come about in part by a lack of clear teaching about God’s 

commands. If we don’t teach our children what the bible clearly 

says in this generation, it most certainly won’t be clear in the next.  

Notice that succeeding generations are at stake here: [5b-6]. The 

Psalmist has at least 3 generations in sight here.  One of the things 

that excites me most about our family times of reading the word 

together or praying together or reading missionary biographies or 

memorizing scripture together, is that I want my kids to grow 

thinking that that is the norm for a Christian family so that when 

they get married and have children, it will be a natural for them to 

teach their children God’s word and train their eyes to see God at 

work in their lives.  

Parents, it doesn’t have to be complicated. It just needs to be 

consistent. And my consistent I don’t mean perfect. But over the 

course of their growing up years you need to give them the norm of 

treasuring God’s word which leads to treasuring God Himself so that 

they will put their confidence in God and not forget His works but 

obey Him out of faith and delight.  

This is how we prepare our children’s hearts to put their confidence in God. 

We testify to the praises of God and teach them His word. Not just by taking 

them to Sunday School or Awana, but by doing the most important part of 

teaching them at home. If we don’t do this—if we don’t testify and teach, 

we are concealing God’s renown from our children. We are hiding God’s 

glory from our kids. We are covering our children’s blind eyes so that they 

won’t see the light of spiritual truth that they need in all of life—not just at 

church. Will you follow the Psalmist in vs. 4 by saying, we will not conceal 

them from our children.  



If spiritual training is not a norm in our family rhythms, then we may be 

teaching our children that God is peripheral in importance at best; and how 

then will our children put their confidence in God?  

Parents, most certainly I want to encourage you to consistently 

bring your kids to Sunday school, Awana, and 180. I want to 

encourage you to pray for those who serve as their teachers and 

leaders in these ministries. But most importantly I want to urge you 

to pray that God will give you a clear vision to be the primary 

discipler of your own children. To discover the joy of teaching them 

God’s word and experiencing the blessing of seeing them put their 

confidence in God.  

Parents, do you believe that your child’s greatest need is walk with Christ?  

� If there is a God in heaven and if He is the God of the Bible… 

� If He is the Creator and the Judge of every man… 

� If He is holy, wrathful, and vengeful again sinners and your 

child is a sinner… 

� If He is merciful, gracious, loving, forgiving, and has made a 

way for sinners to be saved from His wrath and made heirs 

of His blessing… 

� If there is a heaven and a hell and eternity is real and 

forever… 

� If God is the source of every good thing and the only source 

of true enduring joy… 

� If your child’s eternal destiny of either fullness of joy or 

eternal damnation is determined by one’s relationship to 

this God through His Son… 

If all this is true and yet you don’t see the most important thing in your 

parenting as leading your kids to know, love, honor, obey, revere, fear, and 

enjoy God, then you’d almost have to be an atheist, or blind, or foolish.  

I don’t say this to guilt you for a lack of vision in the past. I’m not say that if 

you just do family discipleship your kids are guaranteed to turn out right. 

I’m pressing you to motivate you to parent according to the most significant 

reality—God. 

And we are here as a church to stand alongside you and support your 

ministry of discipleship to your children. We have a whole team of people 

lined up to be Sunday School teachers, Awana Workers, and 180 leaders to 

come along side your kids; and Life Group leaders to come along side you.  

[Invite ss teachers, awana workers, 180 leaders, Life group leaders forward] 

Prayer of Comissioning 


